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I. 

[Problem to be Solved by the Invention] 

I 

As described above, when ball milling is used as a 

10 mean for imparting distortion strain to metal powder for 
use in HIP, contamination with abrasion powder cannot be 
avoided as long as the ball and the container are formed of 
different materials from the metal powder. In this case, 
the higher yield strength the metal powder intrinsically 

15 has and the harder the powder to be distorted, the larger 

the effect are brought upon HIP when high distortion strain 
is given. For this reason, ball milling is inevitably 
strengthened. As a result, the contamination with abrasion 
powder tends to increase more and more. For instance, when 

20 powder of TiAl intermetallic compound is used, the amount 
of contaminant reaches as large as 2%. As a result, the 
characteristics of TiAl processed by the HIP at high 
temperature are known to deteriorate. Since contamination 
with abrasion powder cannot be avoided, it is necessary to 

25 form the ball and the container from the same material as 
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the metal powder or a material causing no actual damage in 
terms of material even if contaminated. At present, such a 
problem has not yet been solved in practice. 
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